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BENGAL’S MANDATE, A TURNING POINT IN NATIONAL POLITICS 
It was hardly a cliffhanger, with the TMC tapping into the distress  

caused by the Narendra Modi regime 
 The people’s mandate in West Bengal has been decisively against the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) and in favour of the incumbent Trinamool Congress (TMC), led by Mamata Banerjee. Together with 
the mandates in favour of the Left Democratic Front in Kerala and the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam-led 
coalition in Tamil Nadu, this may well become a turning point in national politics, as far as the Narendra 
Modi regime is concerned. 
 
For BJP, a rise and then fall 
 Two years ago, the BJP had witnessed a phenomenal rise in Bengal, with its vote share rising 
from around 10% in 2016 to 40% in 2019, enabling it to win 18 out of the 42 Lok Sabha seats from the 
State. Preliminary data suggest a slight reversal of that trend in 2021, with the BJP finishing with a State-
wide vote share of around 38%. The TMC, on the other hand, has significantly improved its vote share 
from 43% in 2019 to around 48% in 2021. 
 An almost 10% lead in vote share has translated into a clean sweep, with the TMC registering a 
two-third plus majority, belying the projections of most opinion and exit polls that it will be a cliffhanger 
of a contest. The BJP has finished way below the double digit threshold, publicly earmarked by the 
TMC’s key poll strategist, Prashant Kishor. 
 
 What went wrong for the BJP? How did the TMC turn things around between 2019 and 2021? 
 
 While anti-incumbency against the State government was a major factor behind the BJP’s rise in 
2019, it is anti-incumbency against the Narendra Modi regime which has kicked in by 2021, leading to a 
fall in the BJP’s vote share. This is a clear indication of rising discontent against the intense social and 
economic distress caused by the Modi regime’s mishandling of the COVID-19 pandemic over the past 
one year. A sizeable proportion of migrant workers who had to journey through hell during last year’s 
lockdown were from West Bengal. So are those getting infected in the second wave of COVID-19. People 
have emphatically held the Centre and not the State government to be more responsible for plunging 
the country into avoidable crises, repeatedly. 
 The farmers’ movement against the farm laws, rising fuel prices, across-the-board privatisation 
of public assets, from banks, insurance companies and coal mines to railways — all of it became 
ammunition against the Centre. Additionally, there was the threat to the citizenship of millions of East 
Bengal refugees, Dalits and minorities, posed by the NRC-NPR-CAA — or the National Register of 
Citizens, the National Population Register, the Citizenship (Amendment) Act. 
 While anger has mounted against the Centre, Ms. Banerjee has managed to win back public 
support through a combination of grievance redressal, outreach programmes and welfare schemes, 
which have yielded discernible electoral dividends, mainly among the deprived and marginalised 
sections. 
 
Polarisation plan backfired 
 The BJP’s attempts to brazenly polarise the elections on communal lines have clearly backfired. 
So has its strategy to capture power in the State by engineering large-scale defections from the TMC. 
While the TMC may have many skeletons in its cupboard, the BJP’s desperate attempts to grab power in 
the State by manipulating the central agencies and misusing the pending corruption cases appeared as 
acts of “invasion”. The fact that the BJP does not have a single Bengali leader who can pose a credible 
challenge to Ms. Banerjee, added to that perception of “outsiders”. 
 Therefore, what happened as a reaction to the Prime Minister Narendra Modi-led propaganda 
overkill in West Bengal, aided by a needlessly prolonged eight-phase election campaign and partisan, 
often violent interventions by the central forces, was an unprecedented consolidation of the Muslim 
votes, totalling over one-fourth of the electorate, behind the strongest anti-BJP alternative. The TMC’s 
convincing victories in hitherto unconquered territories of the Muslim-majority districts of Murshidabad 
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and Malda are pointers. The Hindu vote, in contrast, did not consolidate behind the BJP. Rather, a 
section of the BJP voters appear to have switched from the BJP to the TMC between 2019 and 2021. The 
dynamics behind such anti-BJP consolidation needs further examination and analysis. 
 
The Left’s decline 
 The emergence of the TMC as the only credible platform for anti-BJP votes to consolidate was 
also facilitated by the sheer political vacuity underlying the dubious coalition stitched together by the 
CPI(M) titled “Samyukta Morcha”. It has achieved little besides launching the political career of an 
Islamic cleric, whose violent remarks against a woman MP of the TMC and the public endorsement of 
the Paris beheading of 2020, available in the public domain, has only confused the electorate over why 
the Left Front had to join hands with his ilk. If the erroneous line of allying with the Congress in the 2016 
Assembly election dragged the CPI(M) and the Left Front down to the third position in Bengal, it was the 
extension of that opportunistic, non-programmatic alliance to include non-secular elements such as 
Abbas Siddiqui, which has decimated the CPI(M)/LF in 2021. The West Bengal Assembly will not have a 
single Left MLA, for the first time since Independence. 
 While the Kerala leadership of the CPI(M) has delivered and has therefore been rewarded by the 
people, the Bengal leadership at Alimuddin Street needs to be held to account for this sad outcome, 
both within the party and outside. It is the persistent lack of accountability at the top, combined with 
political opportunism and programmatic incoherence of the CPI(M) leadership which has led to this 
fiasco of the Left in West Bengal. 
 The BJP, while defeated in the State, has still captured the Opposition space. In order to relegate 
the BJP to the margins, where it once belonged in West Bengal, the revival of the Left is essential. That 
revival, however, is contingent on the much-awaited overhaul within the Left, both within and outside 
the CPI(M). 
 
 mandate (noun) – approval, acceptance, 

endorsement, authority (given by a 
constituency to someone acting as its 
representative). 

 cliffhanger (noun) – a situation in which the 
final outcome is suspenseful & unpredictable 
till the very end. 

 tap (verb) – make use of, put to use, use, 
utilize, deploy, exploit. 

 as far as – is concerned (phrase) – with regard 
to a particular person or situation. 

 incumbent (adjective) – present, existing, 
current (holder or occupant of an office). 

 sweep (noun) – comprehensive win (in a 
contest). 

 a clean sweep (phrase) – decisive victory; 
overwhelming victory. 

 belie (verb) – contradict, be at odds with, call 
into question, prove to be false, disprove. 

 threshold (noun) – it is an amount, level, or 
limit of something. Once the threshold is 
reached, something else happens or changes. 
point of entry, starting point. 

 earmark (verb) – pledge to, commit to; label, 
tag. 

 turn something around (phrase) – to cause 
something (a situation/position) to change in a 
positive way. 

 anti-incumbency (noun) – a situation which is 
against elected officials currently in power; 
discontent against ruling government/ party in 
power. 

 kick in (phrasal verb) – come into operation, 
come into effect. 

 discontent (noun) – dissatisfaction, 
disaffection, disgruntlement, grievances, 
unhappiness, displeasure. 

 emphatically (adverb) – vehemently, fiercely, 
forcefully; clearly, noticeably, obviously. 

 hold someone responsible/accountable for 
(phrase) – blame someone for something. 

 plunge (verb) – fall/drop, plummet, tumble, 
nosedive suddenly & uncontrollably. 

 across the board (phrase) – applying to all. 
 privatisation (noun) – transfer of a business, 

industry, academic institutions, or service from 
public to private ownership and control. 

 refugee (noun) – displaced person, asylum 
seeker, exile, deportee, stateless person, 
émigré. 

 National Register of Citizens (NRC) (noun) – It 
is a register that includes demographic 
information about all those individuals who 
qualify as citizens of India as per the Citizenship 
Act, 1955. 
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 National Population Register (NPR) (noun) – 
The NPR is a register of the usual residents of 
the country. It contains information collected 
at the local (village/sub-town), subdistrict, 
district, state and national level under 
provisions of the Citizenship Act, 1955 and the 
Citizenship (Registration of Citizens and Issue of 
National Identity Cards) Rules, 2003. The 
objective of the NPR is to create a 
comprehensive identity database of every 
usual resident in the country. The database 
would contain demographic as well as 
biometric particulars. 

 Citizenship (Amendment) Act (CAA) (noun) – 
The Citizenship (Amendment) Bill, 2019 seeks 
to grant citizenship to religious minorities of 
Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, who 
had to flee their homeland facing persecution. 
The six minority groups that have been 
specifically identified are Hindus, Jains, Sikhs, 
Buddhists, Christians, and Parsis. 

 redressal (noun) – compensation, 
retribution/remedy; justice. 

 outreach (noun) – the level of reaching 
out/activity/effort; involvement. 

 discernible (adjective) – visible, noticeable, 
identifiable. 

 marginalised (adjective) – treated as 
insignificant, treated as unimportant, 
neglected. 

 polarisation (noun) – separation of two 
contrasting groups (based on different 
opinions/beliefs). 

 backfire (verb) – rebound/boomerang, come 
back, have an adverse effect. 

 brazenly (adverb) – blatantly, clearly, 
fragrantly, unashamedly, shamelessly. 

 engineer (verb) – bring about, cause, 
mastermind, orchestrate, manipulate. 

 defection (noun) – desertion, absconding, 
decamping. 

 skeleton in the cupboard/closet (phrase) – 
(embarrassing & unpleasant) things in a 
person’s past that he/she wants to be (kept) 
hidden/undisclosed. 

 manipulate (verb) – use, employ, utilize, use to 
one’s advantage, manoeuvre, engineer 
(cleverly). 

 desperate (adjective) –  last-resort, last-
minute, eleventh-hour. 

 central agencies (plural noun) – the central 
agencies are organizations in the executive 

branch that co-ordinate the activities of, and 
provide guidance to the operating ministries 
and agencies; e.g. Central Bureau of 
Investigation (CBI), Directorate of Enforcement 
(ED), Income Tax Department (IT) and etc. 

 invasion (noun) – violation, infringement, 
breach. 

 propaganda (noun) – the (deliberate & 
systemic) spreading of information (facts, 
ideas, rumours or lies) to influence public 
opinion. 

 overkill (noun) – excessive action; more than 
enough, too many, too much. 

 campaign (noun) – canvassing, electioneering, 
an act of soliciting (asking for/requesting) 
votes; an organized effort that seeks to 
influence the decision-making progress within a 
specific group. 

 partisan (adjective) – biased, prejudiced, one-
sided. 

 unprecedented (adjective) – not done or 
experienced before. 

 electorate (noun) – all the people who entitled 
to vote in an election. 

 hitherto (adverb) – previously, earlier, so 
far/thus far, until now. 

 pointer (noun) – indication, evidence, signal. 
 consolidate (verb) – bring together, combine, 

unite/merge, integrate. 
 dynamics (noun) – basic/fundamental cause or 

force that triggers change within a system. 
 sheer (adjective) – utter, complete, total, 

absolute, outright. 
 vacuity (noun) – empty-headedness, lack of 

thought, lack of intelligence, stupidity. 
 underlie (verb) – be fundamental, be basic, be 

essential. 
 cleric (noun) – a religious leader (of a Christian 

or Muslim Religion). 
 endorsement (noun) – support, backing, 

approval. 
 beheading (noun) – the act of cutting off a 

person’s head (as a form of execution). 
 join hands (phrase) – work together with. 
 ilk (noun) – group, category, type, sort, class, 

set. 
 opportunistic (adjective) – selfish, self-centred, 

self-seeking, egocentric, inward-looking. 
 decimate (verb) – to destroy or remove or kill a 

large number or proportion of something; to 
cause damage or destruction on a large scale. 
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 hold someone to account (phrase) – to require 
a person to explain or to accept responsibility 
for his or her actions; to blame or punish 
someone for what has occurred. 

 accountability (noun) – responsibility, liability, 
answerability. 

 opportunism (noun) – expediency, 
exploitation, taking advantage, pragmatism, 
realism. 

 incoherence (noun) – the standard of being 
illogical, inconsistent, or unclear. 

 fiasco (noun) – failure, disaster, catastrophe, 
debacle. 

 relegate (verb) – downgrade, lower, move 
down. 

 margins of something (phrase) – the part of 
society that is not considered typical or that 
does not share its beliefs/values. 

 revival (noun) – re-establishment, 
reintroduction, restoration. 

 contingent on (adjective) – dependent, 
conditional. 

 overhaul (noun) – reorganization, 
restructuring, rearrangement. 

************************************************************************************ 

A MIRROR TO THE FUTURE OF TAMIL NADU AND INDIA 
The DMK must use its win to sustain pluralism at the national level  

and also guard the State’s trajectory of development 
 Having been in power for two terms, it was clear that it was not going to be easy for the All India 
Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (AIADMK) to win again. Further, given that the AIADMK was always 
seen to be held together by strong personalities, many anticipated an implosion following the passing 
away of former Chief Minister and party leader Jayalalithaa. Nevertheless, the Tamil Nadu Assembly 
election was closely fought. Under these circumstances, what does the victory of the Dravida Munnetra 
Kazhagam (DMK) mean for the future of the State and for the pan-Indian polity? 
 
The narratives and campaign 
 The election can be seen as a referendum on both Tamil Nadu’s as well as India’s future. At the 
State level, the election foregrounded three fundamentalisms; the religious fundamentalism of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), the language fundamentalism of the fringe Tamil nationalists exemplified 
by the Naam Tamizhar Katchi (NTK) and the caste fundamentalism of sections of intermediate caste 
groups that are anxious about Dalit mobility. In a sense, all three have come together in this election to 
challenge the Dravidian-Tamil identity that enabled the State to forge a relatively inclusive 
developmental trajectory as well as a composite electoral bloc. The DMK’s campaign sought to not only 
counter the three narratives, but it also revolved against the erosion of State autonomy, a core ideal of 
Dravidian politics. 
 Despite its electoral insignificance, the BJP emerged as an ideological opponent to Dravidian 
mobilisation in this election. Unlike in the past, the BJP targeted DMK’s role in the Sri Lankan Tamil issue, 
and conducted the ‘Vel Yatra’ to promote Murugan, a popular Tamil deity, to exploit the politics of Tamil 
nationalism. ‘Tamil’ can now be imagined as a constituent of a glorious Hindu past, with the Dravidian 
identity being merely a colonial construct. 
 The BJP was aided in this project by NTK which again sought to pit the Dravidian parties against 
the Tamil identity and hence opened up the possibility of constituting a Hinduised Tamilness. They 
sought to foreground a ‘pure Tamil’ identity through caste lineage. To them, the Dravidian parties, the 
DMK in particular, have denied ‘Tamils’ their rights because of the ‘non-Tamil’ origin of some of their 
leaders. This attack helped the BJP to push the narrative of a ‘Hindu-Tamil’ identity at the expense of 
‘Dravidian-Tamil’. 
 
Issue of caste 
 The third factor that this election brings to the forefront is caste. For the AIADMK, apart from its 
leader (and Chief Minister) Edappadi K. Palaniswamy projecting himself subtly as a leader from the 
numerically large Kongu Vellala Gounder caste, it also passed a Bill just before the election to provide 
the most backward Vanniyars a 10.5% internal reservation within the 20% Most Backward Community 
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quota to assuage the anxiety of this caste group over Dalit mobility. It may have led to the AIADMK 
alliance winning a few seats but at the cost of a caste-based polarised polity. The DMK’s victory suggests 
that despite such mobilisations, the ideological basis of Dravidian commonsense continues to resonate 
with large sections of its traditional bloc of voters and which may have in fact been strengthened in 
response to what are seen as attempts by the central government to undermine the State’s autonomy. 
State autonomy thus constituted another crucial line of battle. The DMK highlighted the AIADMK’s 
surrender of the State’s rights through its inability to act against a centralising New Education Policy, 
imposition of the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test, and its support for the Farm Bills and Goods and 
Services Tax implementation. The DMK spotlighted such incursions as an attack on the State’s political 
and cultural autonomy. 
 
Results and the idea of India 
 The DMK’s victory, along with that of the All India Trinamool Congress (TMC)’s in West Bengal 
and the Left Front’s in Kerala, therefore, have a lot to offer to the pan-Indian polity. To begin with, it has 
a key role in preserving the idea of a pluralistic India. It is ironic that a party which was perceived to be 
anti-national is now leading the battle for the protection of the core ideals that define India’s 
Constitution, its secularism and its federalism. Given that constitutional powers including fiscal relations 
are heavily biased towards the Centre, the limits and possibilities of federalism are largely a function of 
two variables; the nature of political coalitions at the Centre and the role of States in such coalitions, and 
sustaining regional diversity. Tamil Nadu’s political history offers lessons for re-imagining India as a 
substantive federal entity by locating the political in the aspiration for autonomy of self-governing 
States. There is a clear need for struggles around federal autonomy to be fought collectively with other 
States that calls for credible political coalitions to strengthen federalism. The Indian variety of federalism 
— which is very flexible — can be sustained only by such political coalitions. With its strong legacy of 
fighting for the rights of States, it is imperative that the DMK uses this win to sustain that legacy for 
pluralism at the national level, and also to guard the unique trajectory of the development of the State 
which is under attack now. 
 
Obstacles to navigate 
 Internally, the victory notwithstanding, the DMK faces several challenges as it assumes power. In 
the domain of development, the huge fiscal burden compounded by the decline in transfers from the 
Union government and limited avenues for autonomous resource mobilisation make the task of 
identifying resources for investments daunting. Clearly, the need for economic governance cannot be 
overstated. 
 The key, therefore, would be to leverage existing resources effectively, educational institutions 
and resources being probably the most important. In terms of school education, a shift towards 
privatisation and poor learning outcomes poses challenges for deepening social justice. A social 
segmentation in the school education is likely to feed into the uneven quality of higher educational 
institutions, and what seems to be a potential segmentation of access in terms of caste, class and 
gender. If broad-basing of education and resultant opportunities in the modern sectors was the core 
pillar of social justice, effective governance of education needs to address such emerging imbalances. 
 
Focus on welfare 
 The DMK’s election manifesto has been hailed for its emphasis on welfare. However, the 
manifesto and the 10-year vision document put forth by the DMK promises a lot on the governance of 
development. The promise of a Right to Services Act, emphasis on learning outcomes and university-
industry linkages, and efforts to revive State public sector enterprises all augur well on this front. The 
manifesto also emphasises sustaining agriculture through exploring the possibility of providing a 
minimum support price for all agricultural products, the promotion of organic farming as well as water 
resource conservation and management. 
 Politically, the continued electoral dominance of the AIADMK in western Tamil Nadu and the 
fact that the Pattali Makkal Katchi in alliance has managed to win a few seats in northern Tamil Nadu 
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suggest a partial victory for caste-based mobilisation. The DMK must genuinely renew its anti-caste 
agenda if its legacy of social justice is to survive in the future. Hence, the party will be tested strongly on 
whether it can live up to the faith posed in it by the people and their mandate. A series of youth 
initiatives in the domain of civil society seeking to secure the ideals of social justice that informs the 
Dravidian movement offers hope. 
 
 (hold) a mirror to (phrase) – to reflect; to 

represent and by resemblance provide insight 
into. 

 sustain (verb) – encourage, support, give 
strength to, bolster, underpin, buttress; 
preserve, conserve. 

 pluralism (noun) – (of people) the practice 
exist in harmony irrespective of various 
differences. 

 guard (verb) – protect, defend, watch over, 
look after, keep an eye on. 

 trajectory (noun) – track/course, route, path, 
direction, approach. 

 given (preposition) – considering, taking into 
account, bearing in mind. 

 hold together (phrasal verb) – cause something 
to remain united. 

 personality (noun) – a famous person. 
 anticipate (verb) – expect, foresee, predict. 
 implosion (noun) – (a sudden) failure/collapse. 
 passing (noun) – death, demise, passing away. 
 nevertheless (adverb) – in spite of everything, 

in spite of that, nonetheless, even so, however. 
 circumstances (noun) – situation, conditions, 

factors. 
 mean (verb) – signify, convey, denote, indicate. 
 pan- (combining form) – all inclusive of, all, of 

everything. 
 polity (noun) – a politically organized society. 
 narrative (noun) – a representation of a 

particular situation; portrayal/account. 
 campaign (noun) – canvassing, electioneering, 

an act of soliciting (asking for/requesting) 
votes; an organized effort that seeks to 
influence the decision-making progress within a 
specific group. 

 referendum (noun) – public vote; a direct vote 
in which people cast ballots to decide on a 
specific issue or policy. 

 foreground (verb) – highlight, bring/draw 
attention to. 

 fundamentalism (noun) – strict 
commitment/belief to the basic principles; 
radicalism, dogmatism, activism. 

 fringe (adjective) – unconventional, 
unorthodox, offbeat, alternative, 
radical/extreme. 

 nationalist (noun/adjective) – relating to 
nationalism. 

 exemplify (verb) – clarify, represent, illustrate 
(as an example). 

 anxious (adjective) – worried, concerned, 
distressed, bothered. 

 mobility (noun) – adaptability, flexibility, 
versatility, adjustability. 

 in a sense (phrase) – in a way, from a point of 
view. 

 identity (noun) – a social category, a set of 
persons marked by a label and distinguished by 
rules deciding membership and (alleged) 
characteristic features or attributes; 
individuality, character, originality. 

 enable (verb) – make possible, allow, facilitate. 
 forge (verb) – form, create, establish, set up. 
 relatively (adverb) – comparatively, 

proportionately, somewhat, to a certain 
extent/degree. 

 composite (adjective) – combined, mixed, 
complex. 

 bloc (noun) – alliance, association, partnership, 
group, union. 

 seek (verb) – try, aim, attempt. 
 revolve around (phrasal verb) – be concerned 

with, focus on, concentrate on, centre around. 
 erosion (noun) – disintegration, deterioration, 

decline, undermining/weakening. 
 autonomy (noun) – independence, freedom; 

self-government, self rule. 
 ideal (noun) – principle, standard, rule of living, 

moral value, belief. 
 insignificance (noun) – unimportance. 
 ideological (adjective) – relating to a system of 

ideas. 
 opponent (noun) – rival, nemesis, combatant, 

competitor. 
 mobilisation (noun) – the act of bringing 

forces/people/resources together for a 
particular cause. 

 deity (noun) – god, divine being. 
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 exploit (verb) – take advantage of, make use 
of, utilize. 

 nationalism (noun) – it refers to a system (with 
a narrow set of ideas) created by a group of 
people who believe their nation is superior to 
all others. It is also a perception of national 
superiority and an orientation toward national 
dominance- called chauvinism (excessive 
nationalism). 

 constituent (noun) – integral part/unit. 
 colonial (adjective) – regional, territorial, local. 
 construct (noun) – an idea or theory. 
 merely (adverb) – only, simply, just. 
 aid (verb) – help, assist, support. 
 pit against (verb) – set against, match against, 

put in opposition to, put in competition with. 
 open up (phrasal verb) – create (a new 

opportunity or possibility). 
 lineage (noun) – family, descent, background. 
 at the expense of (phrase) – at the cost of, at 

the loss of; at the sacrifice of. 
 at/in/to the forefront of (phrase) – be in a 

leading/front/important position in an 
important activity; spearhead, van guard, front 
line, leading position. 

 project (verb) – communicate, present, 
promote. 

 subtly (adverb) – cleverly, astutely, shrewdly & 
indirectly. 

 reservation (noun) – a system of affirmative 
action in India that provides historically 
disadvantaged groups representation in 
education, employment, and politics. 

 assuage (verb) – ease, alleviate, soothe, 
mitigate, suppress. 

 anxiety (noun) – concern, worry, 
apprehension, disquiet. 

 lead to (verb) – result in, cause, bring on, give 
rise to. 

 alliance (noun) – association, union, 
partnership. 

 at the cost of (phrase) – at the loss of, at the 
expense of; disadvantage, downside, drawback. 

 polarised (adjective) – separated into opposing 
two. 

 common sense (noun) – wisdom, insight, 
acumen, judgement. 

 resonate (verb) – resound, reverberate; evoke 
some feelings/emotions. 

 undermine (verb) – weaken, subvert, sabotage, 
damage. 

 highlight (verb) – underline, underscore, 
emphasize, call attention to. 

 surrender (noun) – capitulation, submission, 
yielding, giving in, succumbing. 

 centralise (verb) – concentrate, bring under 
one roof, consolidate, control (under one 
authority). 

 National Education Policy (NEP) (noun) – The 
National Education Policy, 2020 is meant to 
provide an overarching vision and 
comprehensive framework for both school and 
higher education across the country. It is only a 
policy, not a law; implementation of its 
proposals depends on further regulations by 
both States and the Centre as education is a 
concurrent subject. 

 imposition (noun) – introduction, institution; 
enforcement. 

 spotlight (verb) – focus attention on, highlight, 
draw attention to, underline, underscore. 

 incursion (noun) – intervention, interference, 
involvement;  intrusion, trespass, infiltration. 

 to begin with (phrase) – at first, at the outset, 
at the beginning. 

 preserve (verb) – sustain, conserve, protect, 
maintain, care for. 

 pluralistic (adjective) – coexistent; (of people) 
exist in harmony irrespective of various 
differences. 

 ironic (adjective) – strange, unexpected, odd, 
paradoxical. 

 perceive (verb) – view, regard, consider. 
 secularism (noun) – the belief that religion 

should not have a strong influence in education 
or other public parts of society. 

 federalism/federal framework/system (noun) 
– a system of government in which 
establishments such as states or provinces 
share power with a national government. 

 fiscal (adjective) – financial. 
 bias (verb) – influence, sway, predispose; bend, 

twist. 
 variables (noun) – something (an 

element/factor) that is subjected to 
change/vary. 

 diversity (noun) – existence/presence of 
different people (from a variety of backgrounds 
and perspectives ranging from race to age to 
gender to hometown to educational 
experience) within the group; variety, variance, 
difference. 

 substantive (adjective) – important, significant, 
considerable. 
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 federal (adjective) – relating to a system of 
government in which establishments such as 
states or provinces share power with a national 
government. 

 entity (noun) – organization, institution, 
establishment. 

 call for (phrasal verb) – require, publicly 
ask/necessitate, demand. 

 credible (adjective) – acceptable, trustworthy, 
reliable, dependable; believable, plausible, 
reasonable. 

 legacy (noun) – something received from a 
predecessor or from the past. 

 imperative (adjective) – vitally important, 
necessary, essential, crucial/critical. 

 navigate (verb) – travel across, travel over; 
lead/steer, manage. 

 notwithstanding (conjunction) – although, in 
spite of the fact that, despite the fact that, 
even though. 

 compound (verb) – aggravate, worsen, 
intensify, make worse. 

 avenue (noun) – way, method, direction, 
approach. 

 autonomous (noun) – self-governing, 
independent, self-determining. 

 daunting (adjective) – intimidating, 
challenging, disconcerting. 

 overstate (verb) – exaggerate, overdo, 
overemphasize. 

 leverage (verb) – use, make use of, utilize (to 
maximum gain). 

 probably (adverb) – most likely, in all 
likelihood, all things considered, perhaps. 

 in terms of (phrase) – with regard to, 
regarding/concerning, in connection with. 

 privatisation (noun) – transfer of a business, 
industry, academic institutions, or service from 
public to private ownership and control. 

 pose (verb) – constitute, present, create, cause 
(a problem or danger or risk). 

 social justice (noun) – it is the view that 
everyone deserves equal economic, political, 
and social rights and opportunities. 

 segmentation (noun) – division/separation into 
a different parts. 

 feed into (phrasal verb) – influence, contribute 
to. 

 pillar (noun) – mainstay, strength, tower of 
strength, bastion. 

 address (verb) – tackle, deal with, attend to, try 
to sort out. 

 imbalance (noun) – disparity, variation, 
disproportion, unevenness, lopsidedness. 

 welfare (noun) – a government program that 
provides (financial) assistance to individuals 
and families in need; social security, public 
assistance. 

 manifesto (noun) – a publication issued by a 
political party before a General Election. It 
contains the set of policies that the party 
stands for and would wish to implement if 
elected to govern; (policy) statement, 
declaration, pronouncement. 

 hail (verb) – praise, applaud, speak highly of, 
welcome. 

 emphasis (noun) – importance, significance; 
priority, insistence. 

 put forth (phrasal verb) – put forward, present, 
propose, offer. 

 Right to Services Act (noun) – it comprises 
statutory laws which guarantee to reduce 
corruption among the government officials and 
to increase transparency and public 
accountability. 

 revive (verb) – energize, resuscitate, 
strengthen, regenerate, renew. 

 Public Sector Enterprise/Public Sector 
Undertaking (PSU) (noun) – Companies owned 
by the Union Government of India or one of 
the many state or territorial governments or 
both together in parts. The company stock is 
majority-owned by the government in a PSU. 

 augur well (verb) – bode, indicate, portend (a 
good outcome). 

 front (noun) – a particular situation. 
 Minimum Support Price (MSP) (noun) – it is a 

form of market intervention by the 
Government of India to give guaranteed price 
and assured market to the farmers and protect 
them from the price fluctuations and market 
imperfections. The guaranteed price and 
assured market are expected to encourage 
higher investment and in the adoption of 
modern farming practices. 

 conservation (noun) – preservation, 
protection, safeguarding. 

 live up to (phrasal verb) – satisfy, fulfil, achieve, 
meet. 

 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to the 
space for collective action around shared 
interests, purposes, and values, generally 
distinct from government and commercial for-
profit actors. 
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